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WeFA Historian
10 Boulevard Lakes,N.Jd,

Déar Hohn:

I really was happy to get your letter upaﬁireturn from
Russia, ‘o be frank and honest,t thought you were lgnoring mee ;
_ it ié-l,whﬁ must appologlize for so thinking,-l ean readely understa

trying to put.ﬂut a boock, make a trip to Hussia; and then asg an

heonest effort,try to earn your Zastman salte.

Hegarding the old-old story,told in more ways than Chris Lolumbos
‘trip to America.l will tell mine,with no deslre for publiecity or
honorable mention. The only mention I would eare for,would be the

Chicago News on this story and or dozens of others where they

scooped the compitition, The persons who gave you the information

- much frictione Al Madsen,whom I worked with on the Tribshas a
complex for beling the criterian or answer bnq#,fnr.junt.abﬁut avery
thing., I do know the Tribune is a big buyer of supplies, * do know
manuf aatﬂ:’ff}wﬁﬁ;ﬁ‘h Hﬁﬁ*ﬂrﬁ‘h ,for any information wanted, but,

- Al Madsen was nob around for many of the storles he hands oub

information on. ‘he same with Tony Barerdi. The only t¥wo whﬁ
gre in the knowswould bte Halph Frost and Dave lgnn,
The storwy of the Valentine Day Massacre 1g ns follows,
£t 10:30 #." on the morhing of St Valentimes day Feb 1llth 1929

&£ Chleage Dally News truck driver was delvering newspapers & smal

store adjecent to the S.M.C Cabtage Company (nom:snaxKenxalyxmsving

2122 North “lark st in Chicago, Whila hanﬂing;hia pdgrs to the store
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owner who direscted his attention to what he thought was police

coming out of the Cartage cowpany uirrying machine gunges
The driver plcked up g phone and called tﬂ??g}flca degeribing B—
a jumbled story about a shooting on “lark st. I was called out

to the city desk by our city “ditor John ﬁ?:fg::;; told to duck
over and bgpke a look, Dashing hell-bent for election (having covered
many other gaeng shootings) I arrived on the scene bsfore the

majority of golice had arrived
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( just for the record,not taking anything from Hack siller whom <
dearly love) he mentioned being at Van Buren and Ogden aves

That 1z exactly five mlles further away than from where 1 started =
snd in a wvery heavy traffic area)

When I arrived on the scene there were crowds as usual,the news
having spread that men were shot, éuéhing thru the crowd I went into
a very suall office with a narrow short ftunnel like exit to the rear
Pgverdl pollce were standing facing the door hesitating on Eﬂihg in
Ch dvaswe bedis e BAUWL L S SORRG
ing as tho he would tear you limb from limb., These officers pullsd

put thekr pistols making ready to kick the door open. I set my focus
for 15 feet and made ready to follow them in, Theay kicked the door
open anc for the moment walted for the dog to run for them. The dog
was locked in the cab of a loaded truck,loaded with eypress wood
S ; knocked down still ready to be delivered, The sight that hit my
eyes was sickning,seven bodies, in & blood splashed scene. Une'
st111l alive and trying to climb up on a chair-at the far rear.
By thls time the room was seething in people with more and more

trying to squeeze thru the narrow tunnel leading in, To get an
alau

a knocked down cypress stlll stacked up on 1t, Shouting and waving

to people to get the hell out of the pleture + procesded to shoot
flash after flash. hxf Plate holders were handed up to me with
- requests from detsctlves standing bsluw_taliing me to shoot cne for
your partner down here whe cant get in, Knowing damn well the zcent
would bot change and tu‘help a fellow photog in distress had been
2 long practice in Chicago so I shot seweral not emvem knowing who
they were for. All thls was done with an Imp flash gun loaded with
slow burning podder. ily gun became so darn hot + finaljyw had to

give up and come down. My picture was rushed to the News processed

“and a full 16x20 print made, My editors (all now dead) stood In"tY

e e e N AR R Sy e e e g wgem gy ey ey per gl 'I:hﬂ ﬂLﬂttLt’& Wa g i'_i'.Et' +o



grawsoms ler our famlly newspaper. Result,.it was never used in
the news until years later, Now,. .aé for Hack Hdiller he did not
talkke the so called Pu%j home...the dog was raving mad and was —
destroyed. . It was a glant pmliua type dog., Later that same day
our paper discovered that the one most wanted in this mass murder
had beat the clock,he was ds]:a;re_d in gettlng there,and when he
receleved the szad news/ha made - g duek to a hosplital in E\ra}lgton’f*

where he buried himself under the sheets



i

ﬁmifundar an assumed name. Guess his lllness wﬁa stuff in his blood,
we found him and did get a few worda but no piuturﬂs.lwhé'hﬁzpital
was very unco-operctive,.s.also Mr BUGS"Moran, .and a few of hls
cohorts hanging around the outslide,
Also for the story recordafona of the machine guns used and dropped
nn-thn acnna,waa brought into the Dally News offlice bhru_errﬂrun.
(xstxkazzxxfxmazaryxwagx why,or who broufht it infwas never known,

But it was eround the office for some time. L did hear later it

Tis funny how theas things happened, they happsned many times with

‘bottles of booze confiscated and needed Tor ?videnae.Snmaane alwsys
brought the darn stuff into newspaper o ffices,
So much for the actual massacre asslpgrnment.lt was restaged with characte:
dregsed to represent those involved over and over again,
For the Dillinger story,thousends of plctures were made from the
moment he dropped In the alley on Lincoln Av to the time his body was
on exhibit to the thousands of morbid onlookers. I covered Dillénger
from the time he esc;p;dlﬂy mﬁﬁiﬂg a gun out of a cake of American fami:

Oy -
saop (not a wooden gun as many say) he used shoe polish to color 1t,

and Harry,wgs a pleture of Dillingers feet stlcking out from under

the morgue sheetm. He had a blg butchers tag tied on his right big
toe,John Dilllnger deceased, I snitched tbethe tag to keep others from
 Betting the idea,but others later found outsand it became a rat race
for the morgue kesper trylng to write out and keep ident tags on hils
body. That very same night - was tipped to where he was hidding out
- in a small bedroom om the second floor of & flat on Halstead st

After the Ehﬂﬂtlnyfﬂf course,I hit for the place. s room was rlight
inside the front door, a blg group of F B8 I were far down a long hall

in a4 sort of dining reem,much talking was going on and no one paying

& pleturs standlng upright on & small table along with some detective



magazines., snitching and hiding the plecture before belng discovamerd
and run out of tha pla{;a,l made for my office to copy and ldentify
her, Nothing could be done until next morning when a woman was
brought inte the artif poellce atatinnﬁbj{} the ¥ :_;;I to make a long

story short,.she was THE LADY IN RED,..Anng Sage....and the Dally
News had a copy print and cut all ready to roll befors the compltiti

could break thru the ¥,B,I, to photograph her,
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The Dally .lews Eccupﬁd hell out of &llfand ihat 1= one reason

thers are thoagfnaw in command around several pevers that‘yﬂuld like ¢
N
make 1t look like thelr paper was fuat&ﬂt with the mnatuat, Cant

. real ¥y blame them tho|

ol
The Loeb-Leoplod story was mlne from the moment the Franks boys

body was found until they both entered Jollet prison.
A cub reporter worked with me st the atart and later went on to =
win the Pulitzer award on the story, L can tell you all about it

Rl T p——

s ﬁmﬁr foday there are several bip law suits pendlng against
the guy who wrote the book CGMPULSIGN...hEEigzimau akxz to be there
on the snnt...but 1t was not so_..hs was a cub part time student

geing To the Univers=t3 of Chicago and knowlng the boys involved
Both the book and'tgg;;iztﬁra ere not kosher by 4 demn sight,

Well Joﬁn..thia has become something of a chain letter,..on and on,
I did not intend to get so involved,.your letter came just as I was
Eulng homse fﬂr the week end and ~ knew if I did not answer pronto

it iﬂuld nevar ba answered, In the meman pime I caught dozens iBd

e ol the usual dept this 14 that;ﬁnﬂhlemji_ tried to carry on and

finish this, S0 please do & copy readers Job, correct erroras,

and cut this down to a two head, ...or better ?ﬂt.;ilﬂtﬂ walt
untll we meet and then klck the gong around, Pnradallr tho,

I would rather not be meritioned in a col in NPPA

Sure hope you can visit ug here In Lauderdale,lt is besutiful now
Ir

: A
as 1t always 1s, The Venlce 0Of America,
\J11ll look for you soocnest

' : | Sﬁﬂ?ﬂrﬁ‘r




IAPES: HaCk MILLER

Hack Miller lived about 10C ft. awayv?y Mike Fish Tfrom the Iribune
and Hank was on the American. They wouldn't let anyone else in.
Everything was chaos, you got use to it. Mike Fish and 1 got
on top of a Ford Sedan, with tripods, opened flash. Tneie were
7 bodies on the floor. Don't know if his name was Wineshank
or what. The cops took him out. The cops said no pictures
would be made unless okayed by Police Commissioner. Leaky
Steger wa there got in afterward.
I was on an ascignment out on Van Buren and Ogden Ave.
1 called the office, and they said hold on just a minute we
don't kndaw what it is, but hold on/ They told me to go up
to Garfield and Clark Street. A few doors north of Gartlield there
was a shooting, a helluva shooting, s» I gol into the car amd
made a straight shot fbru Ogden aveneue to Clark Street, so 1
was there and I guees I dddn't care for anything. 1 went thry
red lighés and got there and the first bunch of cops were goin
in the door. I went right in with them. 1 was in abiut 3 minutes
and gﬁiﬁxggﬁﬂﬂike Fish coming ih. We were usinh Speed Graphic.
Onen powder flash. We put the camera on a tripod. We wwere on
top the Ford Sedan, it was a soft top, ribe or something and
we stood there. A big fat copper says "there'll be no more pictures
unkits made uncess the profesutor says you can make them. Now
don't make any pictures. Will Mike was standing up just where
they could see hi}, so I says BLAarsAasnaa. He says (Ckay smart
bay, okay emart gut, I'll see to it you don't get any pictures
at all., Mike turns around to me and says you 30L.
I got the police dog. I had bim for a couple oi years
then they stole him back from me. Xut I had Fritz, son of
Rin tin tin. He bit everyone that had at him. Then they finalll
knew I wanted a dog and called me. He bit everyboduy esle but
me. Thta dog wae a killer and 1 had ababy that was just
cewling on the floor, the dog just adore that baby. He'd
pull his nose, and whiskers., The dog just followed adby all

thetime.
We were using film. I damed near got killed---Wineshanks

widow in the corner's office-———not for BOOK.



Jack King rushed me, got me with bunch of hoods in an office.

I stood on top of two desks put together. King's wife grabbed
his gun arm, he was weaeing heavy dark lipcoat, and said

For God's sake, iack. please don't shoot him." I gave reporter
Willis O'Rouke céme in and gave him film, They smashed my camera
to smithereens.

Only trouble 1 had with police is whenthey discovered who
the women was that called the police, she daw the guys pull
up in a police car. When Iwentup stairs to geg a picture
of her, the investigator for the prosecutor stated swing at
me with his big cane. He had a gimp.Don't know his mame,

6 Gages laying on floor, did you make, yes afterwe got started
we kept on making them after the one ghy was pulled out.



